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MR. McCOURT: The date is November 
27th, 2001. The time is 9:03 hours. My 
name is Tom McCourt, New York City Fire 
Department. 

MR. MURAD: Murray Murad, New York City 
Fire Department. 

MR. McCCOURT: We're currently 
interviewing -- 

LIEUTENANT SMIOUSKAS: Lieutenant 
Richard Smiouskas, S-M-I-0-U-S-K-A-S. 

Q. Lieutenant, could you tell me the 
events that took place from your perspective on 
September 11th, 2001, please. 

A. Yes. I was in the office in the 
morning, and I was sitting at my desk doing TPRs 
when I received a beep. 

Q. Where is your office? 

A. The second floor of headquarters, Room 
206. 

I received a beep, and the beep said 
that a plane had crashed into the World Trade 
Center. I immediately turned around -- I had a 
TV set in the office, but I keep the sound off so 


I didn't hear anything. I turned around and 
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looked at the TV set and saw at least ten stories 
of smoke coming out of the World Trade Center. I 
said oh, my God. 

I went to the back. I grabbed 20 rolls 
of film. There was a photo bag. I grabbed the 
photo bag, threw a couple cameras in there. I 
responded to the scene in a Fire Department 
suburban with lights and sirens over the Brooklyn 
Bridge. They had a lane open on the Brooklyn 
Bridge for emergency vehicles. 

Q. Did you go alone? 

A. I was by myself. We don't have anybody 
on duty in the forwarding unit until 11 a.m. So 
I covered the car from when I come on duty from 
about 7:00 until 11. So I was the only one on 
duty at the time. 

I went, lights and sirens, over the 
Brooklyn Bridge. Just as I was reaching the end 
of the bridge, there was a loud explosion and I 
saw a fireball come across the sky, realizing 
that the south tower -- 

Q. Did you actually see the south tower? 

A. Yes. I could see it from the bridge. 


I saw an explosion and fireball and thick black 
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smoke just going across the sky. Then I realized 
we were being attacked. I didn't know if it was 
missiles coming in or another plane. 

I got to the base the Brooklyn Bridge. 
I made the turn that goes around I think Centre 
Street right by City Hall, and I took that to 
Broadway. I had to be very careful there because 
there were thousands of people in the street 
running across the street, streaming across the 
Brooklyn Bridge. There was terror on their 
faces. There was some people I noticed that were 
covered with black smoke. They were probably 
maybe in the building. 

As I'm coming down Broadway, there were 
people running across the street. I almost hit a 
few people, by the way. I parked the car just 
south of Vesey Street on Broadway. I parked 
there because I knew this was going to be a long, 
involved fire, and I didn't want to get blocked 
in by other vehicles. 

In my experience I go to fires, and 
parking too close to the fire building you get 
jammed in. So I Knew this was going to be a long 


and prolonged operation. So I parked just south 
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of Vesey on Broadway. 

I got my camera bag, and I went to 
Liberty that Engine 10 and Ladder 10 is on. So 
it was just south of Liberty Street. 

Q. Liberty and Trinity? 

A. I was about Cedar. That's where I 
parked the vehicle on Broadway, Broadway and just 
south of Liberty. That's where I parked the 
vehicle. 

Q. Mark it on the map. 

A. I walked across, and I'm looking up at 
the fire and taking some shots and photographing 
while I'm walking. As I got to the quarters of 
Engine 10 and Ladder 10, I glanced in there real 
quick. The apparatus were out. But I saw some 
guys putting jackets and bunker gear on. 

I continued down about a couple hundred 
feet. I looked on the ground and I saw what I 
thought was a roasted pig. I've seen them at 
weddings and things like that, roasted pigs. I 
looked at it again, and it was actually a torso. 
I saw a rib cage. I looked up and saw body 
parts, feet, a hand with a ring on it, a face 


with a mustache and eyes and part of an ear. 
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Just a face, no head, just a face. I saw like 
the window of an airplane, one of those small 
plastic windows. 

As I'm walking down, I'm looking up, 
watching people jump, I'm watching the fire. I 
get to just Liberty and West Street where I ran 
into Jerry Barbara, Chief Barbara. Citywide was 
talking to him. He turns around and said: 
"Richie, this is not good." I said take care. I 
took a shot, a photograph, of him with the 
building behind him. I believe it was Engine 279 
the lieutenant came up behind us and asked the 
chief where did he want him, and the chief said 
just stand fast. I said: "Jerry, take care, be 
careful." 

I left and made my way to the west side 
of -- I was standing right next to the hotel, 
just the hotel. I took a few photographs there. 
Then I made my way into the Two World Financial 
Center, and I tried to get to the roof of that 
building. There was nobody there that would 
allow me up to the roof. So I went into Three 
World Trade Center, and I found an engineer. We 


walked back to Two World Trade Center, and he got 
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me up to the roof. 

I was photographing the fire from the 
roof. I had a long lens on the camera, and I had 
people in the windows. It looked like they were 
being -- they weren't actually jumping. One or 
two people I saw, they seemed like they were 
being forced out by the people behind them. 
There was half a dozen faces. In between the 
smoke you could see people. 

I guess they were all trying to get 
air, and this guy was actually standing in the 
window, standing in the frame with each hand on 
each frame and he kind of like got nudged out. 
I'm sure the people were jumping -- I took about 
maybe half a dozen shots of people actually 
falling. I said that's enough of that. 

I brought my way down the elevator. I 
went across the Winter Garden, and then I went 
over the pedestrian bridge by Vesey Street. That 
bridge goes directly into the Six World Trade 
Center. At the time I didn't know it was Six 
World Trade Center. 

I went into the mezzanine, which is 


about maybe 25 feet north of the north tower. In 
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that mezzanine I saw Father Judge. He was 
praying. I looked out the window, these large 15 
foot glass windows. I glanced out, and I saw the 
people hitting the pavement. I could still hear 
what I think was people hitting the roof. You 
could hear explosions or thuds on the roof. 

Q. Overhead? 

A. Overhead, landing on the roof of Six 
World Trade Center. 

I turned around, and where the glass 
was clear I heard another explosion and I turned 
around and looked at the glass and there was just 
chunks that were splattered with blood. There 
was actually chunks of I guess human flesh was 
just dripping down. I looked and the person that 
just landed there just exploded like a 
watermelon. The largest piece I saw of the 
person was maybe a hand. They just splattered 
like a pancake. 

I took a few photographs. I turned 
around. I told Father Judge be careful. All of 
a sudden there was this groaning sound like a 
roar, grrrr. The ground started to shake. 


Father Judge started going out the revolving 
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doors. I said don't go outside. The last time I 
saw him, he went out the revolving door. 

I turned around and I started going 
back towards West Street. It looked like an 
earthquake. The ground was shaking. I fell to 
the floor. My camera bag opened up. The cameras 
went skidding across the floor. The windows 
started exploding in. I just rolled into the 
corner to protect myself from the glass. 

The next thing I knew, it was 
pitch-black. You couldn't see in front of you. 
You couldn't breathe. Every time you took a 
breath, you were just swallowing -- you were 
gasping. I took my shirt off and wrapped it 
around my head so I could breathe. 

It felt like an eternity getting out of 
that building. I was disoriented. I knew the 
general idea of where I was. I was actually 
thinking about going out the windows where the 
glass was broke, but I figured people were still 
jumping and I didn't know exactly what was going 
on outside. I'm thinking maybe the building 
snapped in half. I'm thinking maybe a bomb blew 


up. I'm thinking it could have been a nuclear. 
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I didn't know what was going on. 

I went against the wall, and I felt the 
wall and I just kept going in the direction that 
I came in. I kept banging into things. I came 
to another wall, went through a revolving door, 
and I found myself back on the bridge, the 
pedestrian bridge. From there I got back into 
the Winter Garden. 

Q. What was it like outside at that point? 

A. Pitch-black. 

Q. Still pitch-black? 

A. Pitch-black. 

Q. So you didn't stay in the building 
long; you just got out as quick as you could? 

A. It felt like an hour getting out of 
there, but I would estimate it to be maybe eight 
minutes. 

When I got into the Winter Garden, it 
was very clear in there. Just a couple pieces of 
glass were broken. They came crashing down. I 
was looking up and watching that. It was hazy, 
just a haze in there. 

Then I went out the back door where the 


marina is, the North Cove Yacht Harbor is, that 
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area, and wasn't black, it was just like real, 
real hazy and dusty. I went south around Two 
World Financial Center, and I looked and what I 
could see is the north tower was still burning, 
the south tower wasn't there. I said oh, my God, 
the whole thing came down. 

I went back around where I came, and I 
went a little north of the Three World Trade 
Center and went to the corner of Vesey and West 
Street. There was a lot of chaos. I'm looking 
up and saying this building's going to come down 
also. There had to be about a hundred people in 
the street looking up. 

I remember yelling: The microwave 
tower is bending over. I saw it leaning over. I 
said the microwave tower is leaning over. The 
antenna was leaning over. At that point 
everybody started moving north. 

Q. Did you see anybody that you recognized 
or anybody you knew at that point? 

A. No. There were some cops, there was 
some firemen, there was EMTs, there was a lot of 
civilians, there was photographers, but nobody I 


recognized, no. 
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I don't know if I went to Warren Street 
or Murray Street. I went up the next block and 
went over to the West Street area. I was 
standing on West Street and Murray with a whole 
bunch of people, and all of a sudden the north 
tower started to come down. 

Everybody started running north, and 
this huge volume like ten stories high billowing, 
pushing black smoke and like a glitter. I guess 
it was glass that was glitter that was in the 
cloud of smoke. I saw everything flying around. 
I looked back, and there was this thing flying, 
coming at me. 

I started running north. I got to the 
corner, and it was engulfing all the buildings 
around, maybe 50 feet away from me. I tried a 
couple of doors, and then I went into a bodega on 
the corner and shut the door. There were maybe 
ten people in that bodega. I held the door shut 
and it just kind of blew by like a hurricane, all 
this debris and paper, thousands of paper in it. 
Then it got pitch-black again. It was midnight 
again. 


I waited for a few minutes. I took 
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some water out of the bodega and was dumping it 
in my eyes. My eyes were burning. I started 
drinking water and spitting up. I waited a few 
minutes and went outside. There were papers 
burning in the street. 

As I made my way back to the scene, 
there were cars burning, a bus was burning, it 
was dark. There were other buildings on fire. I 
made my way back, and there were people just 
milling about. I just saw the devastation, The 
carnage. 

I went back around towards the south 
tower. There was really nothing to do. People 
were being helped by people holding other people. 
I couldn't even take any photographs. My cameras 
were lost in the building. 

Q. You don't have the cameras? 

A. No. I had shot about maybe eight or 
nine rolls of film of the initial events. I was 
groping around for the camera. I couldn't find 
anything, and I said let me get the hell out of 
here. I don't know what's going on. 

Actually when I was in the building, I 


knew the building had a little overhang. So I'm 
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thinking if this building comes down, the way it 
overhangs and something hits it, I may have a 
void, thinking about a void. 

Q. It was self-preservation? 

A. Yes. If I have a void, it's better I 
stay in here than go out with the buildings 
falling down. I Knew I had about six stories 
above me of that building. I felt I had 
protection. 

Q. Did you get hurt at all? 

A. No. Just rolling on the floor, my 
right hip was bothering me a couple days, like a 
little bruise or something. I felt painful for a 
few days, but that's about it, just getting up. 

I was coughing for about two weeks. 

Q. Anything else you can think of that you 
want to elaborate on a little more or reflect on? 

A. No. It was pretty horrible. 
Emotionally the terror on the people's faces in 
the windows. You could see the poor souls 
hitting the pavement. I saw maybe 12 people 
actually fall. 

I remember digging out a little bit. 


Really there wasn't that much you could do 
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because the steel was these huge beams of steel 
15, 10 stories high level. The steel was up two, 
three stories laying against the building. The 
north bridge that I had walked across on the 
second collapse, the north bridge was destroyed. 

It kind of shook me up a little bit 
when you figure you were there maybe 15, 20 
minutes before the collapse. I was just worried 
about getting out. That's all. My biggest fear 
was I was disoriented in the darkness, and it was 
a pretty big mezzanine to find your way out. 

That's what my main concern was. I 
said let me find the exit so I can get the hell 
out of here. And I was afraid I was going to get 
lost in there and not know what was going on, on 
a personal note. 

That was my story. 

MR. MCCOURT: The time is 9:20. That 

concludes this interview. 
Thank you very much. 


THE WITNESS: You're welcome. 


